Your address & Post Code                                                                        Date

Mrs. Gill Collin

Head of Planning

Wychavon District Council

Civic Centre

Pershore

WR10 1PT

Dear Mrs. Collin

Planning Application W/10/01074/PN

Five Wind Turbines at Bishampton Bank, Sheriffs Lench
Please use your own words based on the information below i.e.; in the first sentence you could use wish/want, object/oppose, studied/ looked at as this will make each letter slightly different. Please send a letter from each member of the household over 16 and put your name & address on the reverse of your envelope. Please ask your neighbours, friends and family to write letters as well.
I want to make a formal objection to the planning application cited above on the following grounds. I have studied the relevant documentation related to the application and would like to comment on several aspects which are detailed below;
Please select. Do not use all points just those that are important to you and try to give your letter a personal tone.
Visual amenity
· How long you have lived in the area and why you chose The Lenches and what you enjoy about the area
· How this would be adversely affected by the turbines. Loss of tranquillity, enjoyment of walks etc.
· The turbines are far too large and much too close to peoples’ homes.
· No amount of screening can mitigate the dominance of the turbines.
· They will be alien structures in a rural environment.
Visual Impact
· The proposed turbines would be visible for a significant distance, seen clearly from the main tourist areas of The Broadway Tower and the Malvern Hills and Bredon Hill.
· The turbines will dramatically alter the landscape character of the area both in the immediate locality and when seen from important vantage points.
· The turbines are larger than any yet built in the English countryside.

Residential Amenity Value
· According to Scottishpower there will be a significant effect on visual amenity of residential receptors up to 6Km for 25 years at least.
When I chose to live in the area I accepted the additional cost of travel to work and shops for the enjoyment of the open countryside, walking the footpaths, riding the lanes and the peace and tranquillity of the countryside.

This proposal will cause a significant impairment to this residential amenity which will continue for a generation and involve considerable loss to me and my family. 

A windfarm in Bottesford, Leicestershire, has been refused on appeal due to loss of amenity on the basis that it was considered unacceptable for a family to be exposed to the pervading influence of a windfarm 725m away for 25 years. 
Quote this if you are within 1000m of the turbines.
Noise

· The UK Noise Association recommends that wind turbines are not sited within 1 mile (1.6 km) of houses. 
· Academy of Paris recommends a 1500m separation distance for large turbines

The Governments noise guidelines for wind turbines are contained in the report ETSU-R-97 which SPR have used for this scheme
· Several experts on noise related issues have serious concerns about the use of ETSU-R-97 as a guideline for turbine operation close to habitation
· ETSU-R-97 is not suitable in all cases and these are the largest turbines yet built and closer to housing so we challenge the use of ETSU-R-97
· Other families have experienced serious problems with smaller turbines at a greater distance from their homes

· There is a potential risk of sleep disturbance and related health issues from this proposal. Include any relevant personal medical conditions such as tinnitus, epilepsy, menieres disease, autism or hyperacusis.
We have much more detail on this subject, please let us know if you would like to have it.
Local Community

The New Coalition Government has indicated that developments should not be permitted if the local community is opposed to a scheme and this will be enshrined in the Localism Bill later this year.
· In a survey by Church Lench Parish Council  82% of respondents were opposed to the windfarm
· Scottishpower report that 69% of respondents in the area did not think the site to be suitable with only 7% of Church Lench respondents thinking it a suitable site.
· This gives a strong mandate from the local community to refuse the application

Planning Policy

The proposal contravenes the following planning policies;

Wychavon Local Plan
·         ENV1 Landscape Character is breached in all aspects (Quote precedent?)
·         ENV 8 The removal of hedgerows and woodland as indicated by SPR        does not benefit the visual, historic or ecological value of the area.

Worcestershire Structure Plan

· CTC2 Skyline & Hill Features The development will have a significant           adverse impact and should not be allowed.
· CTC5 Trees, Woodlands & Hedgerows. Contravened  Section 7.6.2 ( 94) ES
Government Policy PPS7
The proposal contravenes a key principle to “protect the countryside for the sake if its’ intrinsic character and beauty, the diversity of its landscapes, heritage and wildlife etc.”

Recreational Amenities
The SPR Non-Technical Summary states that “significant effects on the visual amenity of recreational facilities and routes would occur …in the region of 6Km away for the operational phase” (25years)
This would adversely affect

· Anglers at the Lenches Lakes.
· Tennis players, cricketers and footballers at the Lenches Sports Field.
· Golfers at the Vale Golf Club.
· Walkers and horse riders of the local paths and bridleways.
· Recreational users and leisure motorists in the local network of lanes
Wildlife
There is no doubt that these large turbines will seriously affect our local wildlife. With blades spanning more that the area of a football pitch and spinning at more than 174 miles per hour at the tip it is inconceivable that wildlife will be unaffected. The destruction of local birds and bats is inevitable.
Tourism
Turbines would deter tourists from the area or spoil their enjoyment, in particular when using;
· The Blossom Trail

· The Wychavon Way

· The Lenchwood Christian Centre

· The Ab Lench Holiday Cottages

The documentation for this proposal amounts to more than 1000 pages. I reserve the right to comment further when I have fully examined the detail.
Please put your letter through my door at Driftway Barn, Evesham Road, Church Lench (not in the outside postbox) or in box on the wall of the Chapel in Atch Lench WR11 4SW by July 24th. If that is not convenient please mail directly to Gill Collin or the Wychavon website.

Thank you so much for your support

